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CORRESPONDENT

The Tenth Annual Green Home Tour begins
next weekend with 32 homes open Saturdays
and Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. Builders
and other green building experts will be at the
homes May 2, 3, 9 and 10, to answer questions
and point out energy-saving and sustainable
features of these homes.
The Green Home Tour is held annually in
the spring and is a self-guided tour of new and
remodeled green certified homes throughout
the Triangle. Free and open to the public, this
event provides visitors the chance to see first-
hand 31 finished and unfinished structures
(one duplex) that have been built using green
building practices and materials.
Each home has been or will be inspected and
third-party verified, to make sure the house
meets minimum certification requirements
established by the National Green Building
Standard. The homes are in every size and
price range. Of the 32 homes on the tour, 22
are available for purchase. Of those for sale, the
highest and lowest are in Chatham County: a
1,763-square-foot home at 1954 Great Ridge
Pkwy. in Briar Chapel for $296,015 and a
3,933-square-foot home at 151 Rolling Woods
Ct. in The Hamptons for $924,900.
Priced in the mid-range, Barron Homes-Land
has two finished homes on the tour in Horizon
just south of Chapel Hill off Manns Chapel
Road. Located at 140 and 148 Coley Ct., the
3,000-plus-square-foot homes are priced at
$459,000 and $475,000, within walking dis-
tance of each other, certified to the Bronze
level of Green Built standards and Energy Star
certified.
“Be sure to walk in the conditioned sealed
crawl space and see firsthand how this feature
protects against moisture and mildew issues
and promotes better indoor air quality in the
home,” Mitch Barron said. “Also take a look in
the attic to see the radiant barrier on the un-
derside of the roof sheathing which significant-
ly reduces hot temperatures typically found in
attics and allows for more efficiently operating
air conditioning systems.”

Looking for contemporary styling in a green-
built home? Drive 15 minutes down 15-501 to
100 Lassiter Road and see how Chapel Hill
architect Arielle Condoret Schechter designed
2,289-square-feet to become “Happy Meadows
Courtyard” — a house that can become Net
Positive, with enough excess power to charge
an electric car.
“Happy Meadows is ‘net zero,’ which means
that it is producing as much energy as it is con-
suming,” Schechter said. “In other words, cal-
culated on an annual basis, there will be a zero
power bill! By adding a few more solar panels
in the future, Happy Meadows will be ‘net posi-
tive,’ which means it will produce more energy
than it uses. The owners will be able to pow-
er a small electric car with the excess.”
“It’s a wonderful thing to not have to pay a
power bill, yet there’s a very important global
implication, as well,” Schechter said. “Net zero
and net positive houses allow homeowners to
take green living to the level we will all need to
achieve in order to fight climate change.”
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Prioritize when
buying a home

UNIVERSAL UCLICK

Before selecting a home to
buy, many people spend hours
wrestling with less-than-perfect
alternatives. Their struggle fo-
cuses on finding a house with

all the features
they want with-
out exceeding
their budget.
“For a lot
of people, the
choice is be-
tween a house
with more space
...in a suburban
setting versus
one closer to a
city and their
workplace,” says
Ashley Richard-
son, a long-time

real estate agent.
The conflicts are especially
intense for buyers with school-
age children who think that
suburban schools are better
than urban ones.
“Almost all buyers shop first
by school district, even if they
don’t have kids. That’s because
they know good schools lead to
stronger property values,” says
Richardson, who’s affiliated
with the Council of Residential
Specialists (crs.com).
But what about the trade-offs
for those who opt for a subur-
ban home? Lengthy commutes
can be expensive, stressful and
time-consuming. Are a larger
house and a better school
worth that time and unpleas-
antness?
Tom Early, a real estate bro-
ker who’s spent most of his ca-
reer working solely with home-
buyers, estimates that just 15
to 20 percent of older buyers
will accept a smaller, dated
house to gain closer access to
their workplace. But he says
younger buyers are increasing-
ly city-focused and have a low
tolerance for long commutes.
“Though most of these young
folks grew up in the suburbs,
they consider suburban living
really boring and desolate,”
says Early, a former president
of the National Association of
Exclusive Buyer Agents (nae-
ba.org).
Fred Meyer, a veteran real
estate broker who sells prop-
erty near Harvard University,
says there’s no one right an-
swer for homebuyers who face
incompatible priorities.
“Where you live is a very per-
sonal matter. So don’t worry
about what other people think
of your priorities,” Meyer says.
Here are a few other pointers
for buyers:
n Try out a potential com-
mute before you commit.
Alan Pisarski, author of the
“Commuting in America” book
series, has done extensive
work documenting the time
Americans spend on the road.
His research reveals that aver-
age commuting times have in-
creased every year since 2004.
In high-cost areas especially,
more people now face what
Pisarski terms an “extreme
commute,” which means it’s
both lengthy and grueling.
They do this because they can’t
afford the large home they
want closer to work.
“I call this ‘driving to quali-
fy,’” he says.
Pisarski urges those consid-
ering a move to a far-flung sub-
urb to do a test drive of the pro-
spective commute during the
rush-hour periods. They’ll get
a false picture if they try the
drive on Saturday or a Sunday.
n Notice the major differ-

TAKE THE GREEN HOME TOUR

TWO WEEKENDS: May 2, 3, 9 and 10 noon to 5 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
SELF-GUIDED: To choose a starting point, pick up a tour book at local
Harris Teeters or visit hbadoc.com to see a map, download the tour app
and start your search.
31 HOMES IN 5 COUNTIES:
5 in Wake (3 in Raleigh, 1 in Wendell, 1 in Holly Springs)
1 in Granville County, a contemporary in Creedmoor
1 in Person County, a duplex in Elderberry, an agrarian senior living com-
munity in Rougemont
4 in Durham County (all in Durham)
8 in Orange County (4 in Hillsborough, 1 in Efland, 1 in Chapel Hill, 1 north of
Chapel Hill, 1 west of Carrboro)
12 in Chatham County (5 in Briar Chapel, 7 north and/or west of Pittsboro)
Organized by Green Home Builders of the Triangle and the Home Builders
Association of Durham, Orange and Chatham Counties and Home Builders
Association of Raleigh-Wake County.

PHOTO BY ARIELLE C. SCHECTER
Thebutterfly roofedporch is oneofHappyMeadows’most important features as it collects rainwater to feed two small pondsona five-acre tract near Fearrington
Village. Happy Meadows is ‘net zero,’— it produces asmuch energy as it is consumes. In other words, calculated on an annual basis, there will be a no power bill.
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CORRECTION: The April 12 real estate story about Hilltop Condos in Meadowmont incorrectly stated the name of the condo management
firm, which is Dunlap and Associates, Thomas Whisnant, manager (dunlapassociates@gmail.com). The Chapel Hill News regrets the error.
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One of Chatham County’s newest
neighborhoods features custom
homes beautifully situated on 1-3 acre
wooded lots. Choose from numerous
floor plans ranging from 2,500 to
3,500 SF and priced from $375,000
to $500,000. Neighborhood amenities
include a community gathering area
with fireplace and picnic tables next
to a small pond.

Directions: From CH drive south on
15-501 and take a right onto Mann’s
Chapel Rd. Continue for 5 miles,
cross over Hamlet Chapel Rd. and
you will see Perry Harrison School
and Harrison Pond on the right.

Debi & Gary Saleeby
Coldwell Banker
Howard Perry And Walston
919-260-2525
www.ourcarolinahome.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Harrison Pond OPEN SUNDAY 2-4

Home values are rising and qualified
buyers are actively shopping the market.
Find a Realtor® now at allentate.com.

Looking to sell your Home?
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