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Homebuyers who grew up with a sizable backyard
typically envision their kids also frolicking in open
space. But there are increasing barriers to this idealized
vision, says Felipe Chacon, an economist for Trulia,
which tracks real estate markets throughout the country.

“America’s homes are getting bigger. But more space
comes at a price: the backyard,” say Chacon, who
recently completed a comprehensive report on the topic.

He says the trend toward homes with bigger foot-
prints is continuing to accelerate.

“Homes built since 2015 occupy 25 percent of the
land on which they sit, while homes built in 1975 occu-
py just 13.9 percent,” Chacon says.

Of course, some affluent buyers can afford to live in
a close-in community with both a big house and a big
yard. To accomplish this goal, well-to-do purchasers
in some white-hot neighborhoods are buying a modest
house on a large lot and then tearing down the building
to make room for a larger, custom-built house.

“The trend toward tear-downs is happening in popu-
lar areas all over the country,” Chacon says.

Here are a few suggestions for buyers with young
children:

Question of how much yard space you need.

Yard-wise, what may have worked for you growing
up isn’t necessarily best for your kids, says Eric Tyson, a
consumer advocate and co-author of “Home Buying For
Dummies.”

“Children are much more programmed than they
used to be. Many are involved in lots of scheduled activ-
ities -- from piano lessons to sports teams. There’s less
spontaneous play,” he says.

Rather than focusing heavily on yard size, Tyson
suggests you consider the outdoor features of a neigh-
borhood you’re considering, including parkland and
bike paths.

As Tyson says, neighborhoods where yards are small-
er are often more family-friendly. “Kids can be closer to
their neighborhood friends. They don’t have to be driv-
en around to see their playmates,” he says.

Realize more floor space comes in a two-story.

Many home shoppers are looking for a single-level
ranch-style house. Those who’ve hit middle-age or
beyond are especially likely to prefer a one-story house,
which doesn’t require them to scale stairs.

But people with school-age children should consider
the advantages of living on two levels, Tyson says. That’s
because it’s easier to contain the noise and mess of
growing children if their bedrooms are separated from
the common living space of the family.

With a two-story house, parents can entertain guests
on the first floor while their kids are playing or sleeping
upstairs. Also, young families can typically get more
space for the money in a two-story house.

Find a plan that functions well for your family.

Tyson says it’s more important for families with
young children to have a floor plan that encourages
togetherness than a large home.

“You probably won’t use a formal dining room,
except on Thanksgiving. You’ll find more use for an
inviting, good-sized family room,” he says.

Large, comfortable common rooms help draw chil-
dren out of their bedrooms. “You don’t want your
young kids holed up in their rooms, spending too much
time playing computer games,” Tyson says.

Buy as many bedrooms as you can afford.

Brand-new houses with lots of square footage typical-
ly feature spacious master bedroom suites. Secondary
bedrooms, designed for children or guests, are also very
large, often with their own walk-in closets or even pri-
vate bathrooms.

But Tyson insists it’s more important for families to
have an adequate number of bedrooms than to have
large bedrooms or a sumptuous master suite.

“Families with enough bedrooms can give siblings
with different school schedules their own rooms. That’s
an ideal way to help ensure that all the kids get enough
sleep,” he says.

newsobserver.com/homes

ANADVERTISING FEATURE

Tips for buyers with
small children

Universal Uclick

SMARTMOVES

New take onAmerican
cabin style home

Story by Sally Keeney // Architectural renderings by Arielle Condoret Schechter, AIA

This modernist cabin, designed by architect Arielle
Condoret Schechter, AIA, will begin rising out of the
woods in Orange County near its Durham border in
spring 2018.
Builder KevinMurphy and project manager Chris

Kersher – principals of NewPhire Building – will clear
a portion of the wooded site and recycle the mature
hardwoods for use inside the 2,500-square-foot cabin
Schechter designed.
The project will take a year to finish – what with the

need to factor in possible wait time for subcontractors
who are in high demand in the growing Triangle region,
Murphy said. “
For purposes of accessibility and cost, the house will be

built slab on grade with no basement. The family is also
forgoing a garage, but will have a carport with charging
station. There will be solar panels on the roof and an out-
side closet for PV solar back-up storage.
The aim is to build Net Zero Energy Ready so the house

can be upgraded to net zero when the family wants it by
adding more solar panels, Schechter said. “What I espe-
cially appreciate about Kevin and the NewPhire team is
that they are expert in green building and also respectful
of all teammembers. I feel a sense of confidence that my
clients will be well served.”
Schechter has enjoyed the design process with her

clients, too, which began as a one-bedroom thought and
expanded to three bedrooms to make room for the cou-
ple’s adult children to visit, one of whomwill live in the
cabin until his parents move back to the Triangle in a few
years from a job stint on theWest Coast.
The Triangle expats now living in San Francisco com-

missioned Schechter to design their Modern Cabin to
have accordion capabilities – to be comfortable for one
and expandable to accommodate many when family
reunions in the woods of Orange County beckon.
“The lines and form are modernist, but the cabin will

have traditional stonework and be rich with wood inside,”
Murphy said. One homegrown wood will be from the
biggest persimmon tree Murhpy says he’s seen in his
20-plus years of home building. “We’ll have to do some-
thing special for the cabin with that wood,” he said.
Schechter sited the cabin so the best and most private

views are from public rooms and the master bedroom to

the south. To the north are some neighboring houses, so
“we are turning our backs to them to create more priva-
cy,” Schechter said.
Rooms having southern views are the kitchen, liv-

ing-dining, office, master bedroom and one guest room.
The south window wall in the spacious living-dining area
is two stories tall, but exterior overhangs and shade trellis
will keep harsh summer sun at bay and allow warming
light into the space during winter. The kitchen is open to
the expansive living-dining area, which will allow every-
body at family gatherings to participate in the cooking.
Schechter’s design philosophy is that people need spa-

tial variety. “It is essential to have wide open spaces for
people to gather and cozy spaces in which to curl up and
feel secure,” Schechter said.

The cabin’s double-height ceiling in the living-din-
ing area is balanced by two elements: 1) golden-colored
southern light which is naturally warming and 2) a win-
dow seat element off the dining room. There is also one
window seat in each guest room.
Although the cabin has large windows to keep a con-

nection to nature even during inclement weather, there is
plenty of wall space and a special alcove with lighting for
art, family photos and mementos collected over the years.
Access to the great outdoors is from big doors opening

from the living-dining area onto a deck with views of
meadow and woods. The master bedroom has a door to a
courtyard; and each bedroom has its own private deck.
For more information on Schechter and to see her built

work as well as other “On The Boards” projects, visit

www.acsarchitect.com.

Under flat rooflines, an open floor plan designed by Arielle Condoret Schechter, AIA, provides visitors with

natural sight lines throughout this modern cabin and onto balconies and patios.

Sunlight and sweeping views of woods andmeadow come

through windowwalls on the south side of the cabin.
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