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DIRECTIONS: From I-40 take the Efland Exit 160.

Head north. Cross over railroad tracks and turn left at

the stop sign. Stay straight at stoplight. Go 5-plus miles

on Efland Cedar Grove Road; turn right onto Highland

Farm Road. Turn right onto first driveway (at Green

Home Tour signs) on the right after crossing over the

north fork of the Eno River.

SMART from previous page

ner affiliated with the Garrett Planning
Network, urges would-be homebuyers to
take a step-by-step approach. As a first
step, carefully review your bank statements
to see where your money has gone during
the past six to 12 months.

“When it comes to spending, people are
creatures of habit. Because of that, looking
back at your personal spending history
should help you project your future spend-
ing,” Olberding says.

After categorizing your past spending,
it’s time to comb through the columns,
determining which among your non-man-
datory costs you’d be willing to trim.

“Establishing financial priorities is a
very personal matter. There are no right or
wrong answers,” says Olberding, who spe-
cializes in helping middle-income clients

meet their money goals.
Once you’ve calculated your living costs,

along with quality-of-life choices you con-
sider essential, it’s time to compare this
monthly total to the net income you’re
bringing in. The difference should be the
funds available to cover your mortgage
expenses, along with home upkeep and
utility costs.

Realize that lenders could let you

overshoot your budget.

After the recession, mortgage lend-
ing standards became stringent, and still
remain so. Yet ironically, Siegel says many
who can jump over lender approval hur-
dles are still able to borrow more than they
reasonably should. Why? Because the full
extent of their living costs isn’t apparent to
the lender who reviews their file.

For example, when assessing your
affordability range, a lender won’t take
into account private debts-- -- like the reg-
ular payments you owe your mother who
advanced you the money to buy a new car.

“If an expense doesn’t show up on your
credit report, the bank doesn’t know about
it,” Siegel says.

Factor inflation into your living-cost

calculations.

Although the government’s Consumer
Price Index has shown little movement in
recent years, inflation is still a factor for
many households. Especially hard hit are
families with young children who face hefty
daycare costs.

Along with child-related expenses,
health-care costs have also risen dramat-
ically, led by the cost of employee contri-

butions to health plans and the premiums
paid for the kind of individual policies used
by those who have no access to insurance
coverage through work.

“At any age, medical care costs can
sneak up on you. This is particularly likely
if you’ve had an accident or a major illness
and you incur big co-pays for treatment,”
Olberding says.

In assessing their living costs going for-
ward, Olberding advises clients to factor in
average price increases of as much as 5 per-
cent per year for their core expenses.

“No one is immune from inflationary
increases. So, it’s always better to err on the
high side when you’re preparing a spending
plan,” he says.

To contact Ellen James Martin, email

her at ellenjamesmartin@gmail.com.

for two with a second-floor loft space for visiting grand-
children.

“I had their little grandson from Russia, Anton, in
my mind when I designed the daybed with bookcases on
the second floor that is open to the great room below,”
Schechter said. “I thought it could be a nice little perch for
doing homework, playing games and just dreaming.”

Peter has been all over the world. Tanya is from Siberia,
Russia. Schechter says she “loves” working with multi
cultural clients and that the design went quickly – a few
months for the schematics and another three months for
technical drawings.

Schechter said she was inspired by the idea of a dou-
ble-height screen porch propelling itself into the forest and
the river below. “I wanted it to feel a little dynamic, like it
might just walk off into the woods,” she said. “The upstairs
porch off the library is like a tree house in summer and is

the only space where you can see the Eno River in winter
when the leaves are down.”

Safety glass in place of railings provides unobstructed
views there and from the hallway above the great room.
Modern houses need coziness, too, Schechter says. The
upstairs library, although open to the great room below,
provides this ability to feel a part of the action below, but

be a little bit more private if you want.
The house includes a first-floor master bedroom suite

with an amazing rain shower, a great room with wood
stove, wet bar and dining area open to a covered porch.
Sleek, movable lighting fixtures will bring out the nuance
of art and sculpture. A modern lighting fixture denotes
where the dining room table will be. The upstairs in addi-
tion to the library and windowed daybed loft has a large
sewing room, exercise room and half-bath.

The great room is open to the kitchen with solid-surface
counters, natural-finish hardwood cabinets and stainless
steel appliances. Covered patios off the back increase enter-
tainment space. In addition to a half-bath/mudroom and
laundry, the main floor also has a large closet that is situated to
house an elevator if the need should arise.

A library opens to the great

room below and to the upper

level of a double-decker

porch that juts out into the

forest with winter views of

the Eno River below.

The cook’s kitchen was

designed for owner Tanya

Fontaine by certified kitchen

and bath designer Amy Norris

of Kitchens by Amy.

18 Little Bend Court | $485,000

Jennifer Patterson 919-824-7981

Beautiful 5 bed, 4 bath home w/3 car

garage! This unique property features a

stone front, two-story entrance, first floor

guest suite or study and a loft rec. room.

2508 Environ Way Unit 2508 | $488,000

Vivian Pace-Smith 919-593-5190

Enjoy the vibrant East 54 lifestyle! Ele-

gant, comfortable 5th floor condo boasts

180 degree views of beautiful Finley Golf

Course. Well-appointed 2 BR/2 bath unit.

For the first time in 10 years, it is truly a seller’s market! Buyers are looking for homes and
ready to buy! If you have been considering putting your house on the market, please call us
for a free comparative analysis on the current value of your home. 919-942-4822

3 Minnis Drive | $554,745

Jennifer Patterson 919-824-7981

Beautiful well appointed new home on

over ten acres of land atop a beautiful hill

with lovely evergreens & stunning rock

formations.

97630 Franklin Ridge | $1,500,000

Rachael Elliott 919-869-1124

Exquisite estate in gated Jack Nicklaus

community immaculately maintained

with spectacular views of pond and golf

course.

107 Ocoee Falls Dr | $950,000

Cindy Doan 919-265-4559

IMPROVED PRICE, quality and efficient

design with upscale & timeless finishes

complimented by the gorgeous secluded

setting.

10401 Manly | $1,495,000

Jennifer Stenner 919-869-1111

Incredible opportunity to own a custom

built estate that has everything a luxury

home or resort would have to offer in a

gated Jack Nicklaus golf course community.

275 Hubert Herndon | $375,000

Chad Lloyd 919-606-8511

Exceptional Retreat loaded with NATURAL

LIGHT & meticulously maintained on 1.2

ACRES. Walking distance to The Veranda

restaurants/shops.

10451 Council | $899,900

Cindy Doan 919-265-4559

Gorgeous, upscale, versatile & immaculate

ready for move in! Jaw dropping landscape

w/stone patios, huge porch & outdoor bug

control system.

101 Chesley Ct | $748,500

Vivian Pace-Smith 919-593-5190

Wonderful retreat in desirable Chesley

VERY close to East Chapel Hill High! Single

floor living with large windows allowing an

abundance of natural light.

28 Chelsea Way | $449,000

Chad Lloyd 919-606-8511

BETTER THAN NEW w/upgrades & quality

details throughout. Hardwoods on 1st &

2nd floors, CHEF’s kitchen w/center isle,

Carolina rm opens to screen porch/deck.

20006 Bragg | $650,000

Cindy Doan 919-265-4559

Fabulous location in the popular Stone

Brook neighborhood of Governors Club.

Enjoy three levels of elegance and versa-

tility that appeals to multiple lifestyles.

50201 Manly | $699,000

Jennifer Stenner 919-636-0999

Exceptional attention to detail with no ex-

pense spared building this lovely custom

home. Enjoy extraordinary views from the

living room, sunroom & screen porch.

139 Mallard Court | $269,500

Chad Lloyd 919-606-8511

Remarkable End-Unit TH only 1 mile to

UNC/CH & Hospital! UPDATES throughout

include kit cabinets, granite c-tops, appli-

ances, tile backsplash, lighting, hardware.

510 Quinn Court | $425,000

Angela Bordbar 919-619-5900

Welcome to this spacious home in lovely

Laurel Springs, featuring a large lot, low

county taxes, Chapel Hill/Carrboro Schools

and easy access to I-40.

OPEN HOUSE SUN 2-4

635 Sugarberry Rd | $1,189,000

Russ Cole 919-869-1136

Fabulous custom contemporary situ-

ated on 3 private acres overlooking Battle

Branch Trail, an easy walk to UNC. Top of

the line chef’s kitchen.
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